, CHARLOTTE CUSHNAN .
. A MEMORY
by

Emma C. Cushman.
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drill her as far as it was necessary, Mary Devlin subsequently
became the wife of Edwin Booth and pher early death,leaving a
little daughter, left & host of eorrowing friends to whom she bhad
endeared herself by her charm of manner and ber warm heart,
I knew her very 1ntimate1y after her marriage to Edwin
Booth but my first meetlng with her as Juliet, remains an unfaded
memory in my picture gallery of the past. She wore ber own
beautiful hair in ringlets down her back and everyone must have
felt a thrill when in the balcony scene at the moment of impassioned
parting, Romeo returned again and again for a last embrace and
finally pressed one of these ringlets to hids lips.
Miss Cushman's stage business was always her own and was
never conventional or artificial,and in the part of this passionate
young lover, she won more hearts than Juliet's.

It has been much questioned whether a woman can ever

't of a man acceptably or so that her sex is forgotten,
b s in this character of Romeo proves that

was no failure. I have heard her say she
.his part in the beginning to wake an opportunity

to act with her. She considered Juliet one

don. This had been her

ided and unknown to seek

e distant, and much less




She had had to encounter many obstacles. Theatrical
engagements in those days meant hard work - there were daily

rehearsals, lasting many hours, six performances a week, small

salaries, exacting managers, and actors belonging to the old
school and jealous of "A Yankee" who deliberately defied some
of the traditions in which they bad been trained.

Her position at the mehtre was made very uncomfortable
when she insisted on playing Shakespeare's tragedy of Romeo and
;t}liet, according to the original version instead of according
1 N:l:e ordimary a’cting play with which the theatrical company
L the public were fa&lliar. It was interesting to bear Sallie

r, Miss Cushman's faithful maid Mearﬁ-ﬁon%y—yma,ﬁ

. accompanied her to England, tell of those first years of

and almost want, and of the economies they had to practise
before rinanoial and social success came in such large measure, as

L . it did later on. These stories made it easy to understand how,

P ==
impulse was to deny herself, in order that she wmight do for others,

/ even after prosperity and fortune had been achieved, Miss Cus.h-man‘s
{ When tdEls#riter first became acquainted with Miss
Cushman,AJ-n& perfectly astonished that so great an actress

| could be so natural and "just like other people® while on the

cter she was portraying seemed actually to be

eyes and speaking with ber voice - 1n her

the theatre she never posed, unlike

er acted. She was just her own
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self-consciousness that

son felt that for the time
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Sympathetic concentration was unig,e any I bave ever geen - It

was genius - the genius of universa)l j1ove por her kind, and 1t

made no difference whether the one who claimed her attention for
the moment was the greatest or the least - the richest or the
poorest - the quality of her interest was the same. Children
and young people were instinctively drawn to her, and to them
she always showed the most attractive side of her character.

Shortly after closing her professional engagement in
this country in 18568, Miss Cushman sailed for Europe, purposing
then to end her thegtfipal career and enjoy the comfort and leisure
of a home in theléity of Rome. She had earned for herself the means
to retire to private lifeland gratify her rare taste by surrounding

herself with beautiful works of art, but still more by gratifying

the passion of her 11fe7which was to help and give pleasure to

others. Her house at 38 Via Gregoriana in which she bad collected

statuary and paintings and thermmre pieces of antique Italian fur-

niture, -se-well-kunown to #’6 lovers of Cinque=Cento art treasures,

t was most delightful in Rome in those

.ful days. There Miss Cushman held

g out the best from all who cawe, and

elements with which she came in contact.

To one she was the

> wonderful gift of putting




It 1s difficult to describe wherein her charm lay -
she had no physical beauty as beauty is commonly rated, but
when one came into her presence it was as if one came to a warm
fire when one had been cold, and suddenly felt thawed out. When
she was on the stage her voice was a potent factor in the spell
she threw on her audlence, She held them with her voice, and
ﬁoved them to any emotion she intended, there was no trick about
it, it was a perfect tone, coming from a perfect heart, through

a physically perfectly constructed organ, fbr her throat was like
the Arc‘ de Triﬂmpbyﬁnd one never missed a whisper however far

away he might be when she spoke .

To those who can remember her in the characters she had
made %ﬂ[.p,enﬁuliarly her own - Meg M'frriles and Queen Katherine,
‘ ‘: ‘ﬁég;ggii others - the old thrill caused by the pathos of
her tones still comes back and momentarily transports him into
,! another world, that world of perfect art and perfect nature which
. she had made so supremely her own. There lives no critic today

who remembers and is competent

to speak of Charlotte Cushman as an actress - and in point of fact

. this distance of time, there is no criticism which could do
'T;;ggﬁg for she was too great in ber courage and too iu-

in b ?ﬁﬁt to be judged or bound by the standards of

present day. Everything in her profession was

~duty for the time being - no levity, no

‘the details of her dressing and her make-up

artist's work, there couldte no trifling

ten. Sallie Mercer,her maid and
st as remarkable a personage

led with during the theatre




I remember Miss Cushman's once saying to me - "Dear, they

work.
and truly 1t was,

talk about my genius - my genlus 1s hard work ;"
the only times I was ever

and she never tricd to make 1t play.
afraid of her was when she was at the theatre. I was often per-

mitted to go with her to her dressing-room when she was playing
d I learned that the price of this much

an engagement in Boston an
and

coveted privilege was the complete effacement of my presence,

never to make her conscious of it. I think the preparation for

the part of Meg Merriles was the most wonderful piece of artistic

Ce it 7
work I have ever seen,. 0 see the face and arms carefully prepared,
/

and then the paint laid on to change the firm, fair flesh into the
withered and wrinkled visage of the old Gipsy woman, the beautiful
arms and hands (for these were beautiful) become the skinny and
shrivelled bounes and claws,and then the gray locks of the wig,
the wonderful rags of the costume,down to the apparently twisted
feet and legs - made a transformation which was incredible; while

ked as if it was done at random and carelessly thrown
| which the smallest detail had been

in the play of Guy Mannering, was soO

it was necessary to go to the

‘play began.
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‘lived more or less under the shadow
0L v

00l,and had played with Forest and
m exponents of dramatic traditions.

pt another person's conception of a
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she studled and played the pupet of Hamlet for the

first time and came finnlly to conglder 1t and the part of Cardinal

Wo’iscy her mruutust dramantic achievement . I copy » part of a

letter dated pPhiladelphbia, January 29th, 1861 :~

t forgive me for not hgvingkw;1gtan
.erday. I have done more hard wor n e
f:sioxezgszﬁzn gny time since I have been acting in
this countrye. Last night it culminated in my playing
Hamlet, and 1t has almost completely laid me up. I am
scareely able to move today - sore from head to foot,
very lame, and my volce gone - altogether too poorly
though I have many things to do, which will

to go out,
now have to remain undone. Hamlet is the most exhaust-

ing part I have played - it is mentally and physically
exhausting and I feel today as if all my strength had
been drawn out of me, butit is such a magnificent
character! I can assure you, dear, that although L was
veyy nervous lest all the words should not be right, I
acted the part so much better than anything else I have
done here, that I was really amazed at myself, and I won-
der whether the spirit of the Dane was not with me and
around me last night! I do not think anybody here is
capable of writing about it, but if they do, I will

send it to you. However, you will see me play it in
Boston and will tell we what you think - "

f"You mus

I should be glad if it were possible to say more of

‘ﬁg)ﬁhmatrical experiences, but the letters she has left,
 years ago and written on the thinnest of

paper, are almost undecipherable, and I can in this article only

record'my own memories of those distant days. Of her devotion to

.,:,,?; ssion, of her respect for 1t, of her unremitting efforts

tandard of all excellence in acting, and of the help

her companions at the theatre, there
There have been some lﬁigr

‘misrepresentations have been made,

Miss Cushman's penuriousness

ose with whom she acted.
The follow-

these calumnies.



ing letter which is only one of many in my possession shows how

I she was appreciated.

"MCVickers Theatre,
Chicago, Il1.
Jan. 11th, 1873.

"Miss Charlotte Cushman,-

"As members of a profession to which you, {
not only as an artist, but as a lady and a
true woman, have contributed the earnest zeal
and heart-felt labors of a lifetime to ennoble
and bonor - we members of Mr. McVickers Theatre
desiring to express to you our appreciation,
present through our worthy manager, this circlet --——‘
of gold inscribed with the mottor that has so
endeared you to us, and which is no less engraven
in our hearts, viz - "Kind words," may your happi-

ness here and in the great Hereafter be symbolized-
by this golden circlet.

"Ever truly,

"James O'Neil W. H. Power

J. F. Rogers S. S. Sharpe

H. C. Tryon J. E. Hartel \
Neil Grey M. Pendleton

E. Barry L. Simmons

Luke Marten J. Barstow

George Roscoe."

In speaking of Miss Cushman in her private life, as a'
‘woman among women and the friend who stood always ready to help
vas needed - there are two words that I can never
reminded Of her - the 5ne word is Work, amnd
. Without relation to any especial thing,
~ but they meant with her the governing
ich used all their powers to the
'~ she said once, "It has saved

| have died without it -
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love the very hard work, the very drudgoery of 1t, which npas made
me what I am. Despise labor ofr any kind! T bonor 14 spa only
despise those who do not find sufficlent value in it to admire .*

As for the other word, Help - 1t was the dwmpulse that
] underla her whole character. The letters and the testimony which
I have before me bearing witness to this are almost countless., I

shall copy a few words from a letter written me after Miss Cushman's

death, by Miss Elizabeth Peabody, the great disciple of Froebel,
Speaking of

‘:ih@ﬁ‘the pioneer of the kindergarten in this country.

ergartners she sustained the cause
peril of perishing by inanition.
d

who would publish my
nd g of History. I never
en ardent to help and
F others. There was
her heart. She
the human race,




was almost more precious in her full life, time. We used to call her

the "mother of millions" because so many persons came to pour out
their sorrows to her and to the members of her famlly it seemed they
alwvays came at the least convenlent time just before the lunch or
the dinner hour, and we used to declare, she had rather listen to

a tale of woe than to eat.

After the termination of her ﬁheatrica] engagements in

1861, and having accomplished the special object which had brought

her to this country, Miss Cushman felt herself obliged to return to

Europe. This was just at the time of the breaking out of the war e

between the North and the South, and all her interest and sympathy
. were bound up in the cause at stake. Had it not been for important

ents, BPe‘had made, she would have remalned on the spot,

and she said, “TH .‘t:ile war continues I shall be back before long."
In the meantime; both in Englandhla in Rome she used her great
personal and social influence to stir up the patriotlism of our
own country people, many of whom were very lukewarm, if not abso-
| lutely disloyal, and also to moderate antagonism among the English

who were quite openly hostile to us. In a letter which I shall

have occasion to quote later, Dr. Bellows spoke of her personal

: influence as a matter of "National importance.*
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nd shortly after her arrival she went to Washington to visit
bls family. 1 had ;he gfeat privilege of accompanying her, and
SO remember ﬂ/\the interesting personages of that most interest-
ing time,- The President of the United States, Mr. Lincoln, Mr.
Stanton, the Secretary of war 3 but w.hamm my greatest

-y Live

privilegev\lizing-for several weeks under the roof with Mr. Seward.
the Secretary of State. I d;d not then perhaps realize how im-
pressive were the personalities of these men upon whom rested such
responsibilities, nor did I appreciate fully the dignity, the
solemnity and the grandeur of their carriage. Now,after more

pﬁan fifty years, the face and figure of the President comes clear-

P
k as I saw him many times; either walking on the street
e .

.nse on Larayeﬁte Square, to speak with Mr.
alized 1t\then - the sorrow and the pathos

reverently, for

es self in a
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Frederick Seward were the only other persons present, and we were
15& aware of the wonderful Privilege it was to hear Mr. Seward
talk as “fulddty as he did, on the affairs of the government and
the nation. That was almost the most critical time in the war,

and the men at the head Oof our country were very worn and harrassed .

with anxieties. I was able sometimes to make Mr. Seward smile

when he came into lunch looking weary and stern after an anxious

Cabinet meeting, by saying, "Oh, Mr. Seward, will you not tell me
a Cabinet secret? I will promise not to tell!" Mp, Seward's

only and adored daughter was just my age and so perhaps he was

tolerant of me on that account, as well as on account of my close
Most of Mr. Seward's

‘connection with the friend he valued so much.
. with A n was destroyed by her request, but

?
25, 1863.

P j-'_
A

I cannot but
visit here




One 1incident that served to amuse the household 1in

Lafayette Square during this visit was caused by Sallle Mercer,
¢ Miss Cushman's devoted maid, who had been given a few days' holdiday
and bad reluctantly stopped over 1in Philadelphia to visit her

people. Sallie had no confidence in anything's going right if she

was separated from her mistress, and one day Mr. Seward came in

from the State Department and smilingly handed us the following

telegram:
"Philadelphia, June 29, 1863.

f ; p "To W. H. Seward,
A x "Secre tary of State.

e rebels are'expeoted here.

 §§@ so much suf-
Cushman had little

to give per-
”4Agna Washing-




the following correspondonce with Dr. Henry W. Beligyg,

Noew Yory

"President of the U. 5. "
Oct. 31, 1863.

Sanitary Commission =

Dear Dr. Bellows:
I have at last recelved the accounts

and returns from the benefit given by me at
the Academy of Music, N. Y., on the 22nd inst.
in aid of the funds of the U. S. Sanitary Com-
mission. I have pleasure in enclosing to you

a check for $2722.27, being the net proceeds
after deducting expenses for printing, ad-
vertisements, employees and certain small
salaries, according to enclosed memoranda.
The stock holders of the academy in the most
generous manner returned to me one hundred and
fifty dollars, making the rent on the occasion
only one hundred dollars. I beg to refer you
to the enclosed note from Dr. J. F. Gray, ac-
companied by a check for fifty dollars which
increases the sum to $2772.27, A little more
courage on my part might have increased this
sum considerably, but I am very thankful to
the public for enabling me to make even this

, amount of offering to your noble charity.

. Please find enclosed acknowledgments from

your agents for the‘followinf sums :
c

~ Benefit at Academy of Music, Phila. $1314.27
e . o " " Boston 2020.76

Washington 1800.00

Theatre, Baltinore 360.00
demy of Music, New York 2772.27
& “8267.27

the liberty of recapitulating
u, the President of the Com-
I may recall to your mind the
with you expressive of the
d spare a portion of this
n Sanitary Commission from
el touching

ts in the East have pre-

chbi and St. Louis
3§§3e I should have

1 population the same
the Eastern oit}es
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| In acknowledging thiy gheck r $8267.27, Dr. Bellowsa
says in a letter of Nov. 9th, 1863, which I will not take the
Space to copy entire as 1t phag been publi'hed elsewhere 1~

"I enclos

publishead 1n°tze°§?’Y?'T;mg:1°¥$ib3:€f Herald,

this morning, and in the gyemingz Post tonlght.

It will be printed in each of the cities 1n

which your generous work was done. I hope T

have not taken too great a 1iperty in referring

to your personal influence ahroad 28 a matter of

National importance. . . ., . , o o « s s o o =

"It has seemed proper that the Communities in

which the money had been raised should enjoy

especially the care and use of their proportion,

and therefore I saw my way clear to allotting your

donation among our Women's Branches ( a direction

it bad practically taken under your own order).

5 0.0 + «» "I enclose a general acknowledgment

S of the sum total of yourgrand contribution, as
something which you way not be unwilling to look
back upon, when the shadows begin to gather and

the recollections of humane and patriotic acts

th a forward light upon what might without them

ing soldiers. « o o« o o o o o
ghtful recollections of the
with you, and with an
for your goodness toward
L d soldiers, I remain
nal respect,
1 cordially yours,
/. Bellows,
. S. Sanitary Commission."

v,trmy in a time of

letter:-

owledging
thousand

anded to

at a time when women are
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us by Mr. Wolcott., It is, 1 know, need-
less for me to assure you of the grateful
Pleasure with which we shall pecome the
dispensers of your bounty.

"The Contributions could not have come
to us more opportunely. It will be converted
within a week into comforts for the sick ana
wounded of our army before Charleston.

"With much regard,

'Respecttuly yours,
"Harriet Appleton,
"Secy Exec. Com."

These records are not the only ones I could cite of

Miss Cushman's open-handed giving, and the records are not by

berself, but from the grateful letters of those who benefitted by

she could read Web-
it thrilling." No
without speaking
‘;fhgxgreet men and




RS-V

chosen f ends with all the intensity Of ber nature. It was in-

ntihctivgbﬁ}qm her to express afrectlion both by deed and by worad.

The am[ﬁ&pm m her nephew who were born in her house and were up

to the me’pt ‘her death members of her household, were never
9 |
¢ Some of

[

o

HE allowed to m n to bed without going to embrace her.
'V) ) the best ‘!EGW"‘!& M;“.?é: seen her do was for the benefit of the

v 4 k4

childre‘n mhm, she dimitated a whole farmyard, cows, chickens, pigs,

ducks, lambs, untilt her small audience looked under tables and chairs

to find them, aud.were»finally carried off to bed, convinced they

had left all these interesting personages behind them.
The letters which Miss Cushman wrote to her friends were

t too intimate to publish,even in these days when nothing is
be withheld from the public, but if

mm be done later, I

ould show what a wide






