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gently About Them, -
Whnt Sho Thinks About Homo nnd 

Foref gn Papers. 

The Papers of Pa.ris a.nd Those of Rome 

Oontrasted, 

ls The Wonderful American Nowspnper 
], 

b n8 It l,; 1'o•Dny. 

Ir 
,e Since I spent In "nrlous visits conslder
. e t1blo time nliroo<l-ln nil nearly a tlccadc-

I have often been nsketl how our hl:t<l• 
:;. h,g jcur.,ul.i c-0111pa1·e,L with tl10.qc or Eu· 
!r 1·ope, nncl nt ,lu,,;t I linve conchttlt-d to 
11 nn~wcr tlhc question, clcllcato us It IR, 
t- c, n<l nt the rl8k though it l>c.- o! giving 
Is some sllgh't ofl'cnsc. AF! nu humble mcm· 
:·t bc1• or •the nl'wspuper i;ulld, I holtl I bave · 
11 a right to speuk, nnu co s11ea\( p,::it11ly. 
1_ "Fnlthful arc tho wounds o! u. friend ." 
,n \Vlth the l•'rcnch 111111 Itoll:rn journals 
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our.; C/1.D h:u·<lly be r.omparcd. lntlec•J, 
tho former eau harclly bo called news. 
papers,' In o l>roud sense. 'llhey are 
Ye!1k!ea or lnfc.rnia.Uon on loool, 01 nt · 
the best national, topics and Interests :mtl 
or nrt crHlclsm,3; or they nre or;;ans ot 
polltlcnl partl~ vnd •the clerlc•a,l "powers 
which be," -0r want to be. .As a gen

n cral thing, the n1>po:1rance or the popular 
·o l'tnll:in <lallles ls not :ittr·nc tlvc-tlrn pa
ir per und typography uclui; poor un1I dingy, 
18 

111u1 tile woou cuts ot such us arc lllus
g •t1•atcd e:tecrablo. 
it In l<'mnce--thnt IR Pnrls-journ1.1., ha,o 
~r -n. n1oro "goodly outside," though they nro 
1- not to our taste, fair and neat aud well 

m·rnng<.'<l. '!'hey iare ~css cosmopolitan 
d than th.:i.,t ot any lurge Itallun cloty. l•'or 
1r them tho hori:t.on of tu1t.ere,,3t, polltlcal, 
ff soclnl nml . artistic, shuts tlowu nbout 

'"I»"' •• I,. - I - __ • • • 

It Is true, It you nro In a. hurcy;:-n')~ .1.f 
an Arn!'rlc.111 you uro al wnys In n. hu1·ry ..... 
you aro Inclined to cry out, "How Jongt 
U Lord! llow long!" 'l'ho Wrl tern i!CClll t~ 
bn,o a1lopl<'il n rulo of a. <llHtlngulshcll 
Aw<.'rlcan journalist who In hlrt '"..·mind 
<lay1:1" cult ert a provlucln I weekly newa
pu1ur. IlD s:illl, "A!! :i. critic on tho WJrk: 
or my contributor~ HUd tho local cllltort11 
l j 4u;;C\l llko lthnda 1111111 thu8, anJ c'.1~ 
llko Atropos, but when I bu cl.:lcd do\'ill 
to my 'leao.ler' my rule wn~ to ·1n·lte nfl 
Jong ns my ,statlon~ry held ont." 

I ottcu hear It sahl tl1:it tho Ii:ni;llali 
journnla I bu.vo hM auch cal'm comtOl'b 
In 111·0 not c11tcrprh1lug, comprcbeonslvo 
and up tp tllo Umtt1, Qll\l I aup.Poi;o tho 
l11dlctuieut wlll holll .. I. aclrnowll'tlgc that 
the great <lnlllcs or our cltlc:1 ure morn 
lu Lere.stJog to r(>n<lers' curiously tucllncd. 
They nro l>rlmful, l>tll"llUng with· tact,. 
ll;111cy outl 1lcUon-tho ilrnt not nlwaylf 
Pl'l"llowln,atlng-a,ud tllcro. is. 60 m.uch oi: 
nlmo.,;t nuy · 0110 or them th·:it you can 
tip('nll ovc1· It the goldcuest hours or tho 
moru'lug nntl cl'Jy, can p0r3sil>ly sqnnuder 
011 n ccr!J31u bulky cilltlou the wllol~ ot 
Lilo Lo1·d's uuy-sOlllC pcop:~ lhr·Ond thesB 
prlutii uro llYO..f, 0 very !lYcl.yl In, . wit., 
the \'l't'Y best nnd brightest. nro ·0111,: 
c<111uled t,y •• 10 Frcucll-ln. humor, they. 
nro 11nappr<1:tclrnbfo, el'.cept by u !cw; 
E11gllt1h ·:mu Scotch wrltcrs-<1.11tl 1n al 
cort1riu forlll o! humor, tllnt ol cxtrnva• 
g'.lll~t·, they ~tand quite ulo11e .. 

They uro pcrfed mulli;ters ol entet"prisel 
-lylni;- ln wult !Ike the octopus, anll 
tJ<'l,!lug news with ll'l'1Uculiou11 tC11tuclce • 
'l'h<'Y arc mighty oil the I.Joom, and· 
sul,:lmo 011 crimes null cn:m"altl<:>S, v1ces 
o{ men, :111<.l ,•lsl{ntluns or Uod ... T~clr. 
hllen·leWl•t"t; arc oJH l';li;er, us cunning undl 
pc;·;;u:rnlvo n.~ ,u. gt·cpn;,;ov<1::J vcml(){', audi 
-:t8 fN·oelously pc-r~:stcut, lndct'atlgnblB 
Ull(! incorruptlule us an A1rnn K:ulra1·l.nB 
Gnien llcteeth·c on the lnlnt sceut or a; 
cr!mlnnl. 

)Iy w1u-go Is th:ir. In tho stress or r1 .. 
ru,Jry, c!Je strui;-;;lc-. mid f;\troln a:fte!'I 
·~newH," they rc~pl~t "no m•an, na1y, nor· 
wau-:111 clth~r"-tlla.t .'ot mo!l't news~ 
•pers most men ,aml all wurncn llvc 1111 
i;las1:1 houses. '!'!Jere Is no longer m~hl 
oo.uctll t'Y u uo-u t ill'hu·te .Jlfc-it 'there be 
any pr! n_lll., ILro nowo:.uluys, . which I 
1:1omctl'mcs donl,t. Ercn whcu ,a. 111uu la 
111crclful';y sent ·1b h1clt• groat -::ill'llt ~nd: 
tllsi;,raco. to ,prltmn, Interviews· m:iy .in'.' · 
t1·1Hlo Oil h'!ii ,pcul't~n U·al c:Llrn, ouu ~:s:~ 
ieutlY<.'S I.Jrcuk lu nntl 1J<1.rdon. 

Dcrnciitlc tra;;ed'les mu:it he Bl'r,cd UP, 
l>y ti.lo morning p,;L'f)Crs hot oaud spl(.7, 
thougll th<'rc· bu "tlc.u1a1 in the pot," nnd. 
tllo l.reoa.dllnes or the pl'l.llcsg p,w.1;;,rnpbs 
1uust be stnrtlin.g anti lnlpolllng-r!'gulal' 
"OOll.ro hc•ads." Personal mijr;fur!Juuc11 of 
ho1n!ver ddh.\l te n nnt·ure. tllld h'mYe\'ero 
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wclnl nml . ::irtbtlc, shuts down about 
l'-urls, along •thu line or the nnclen,t wall. 
'l'lu.ings or events of ruomcntou11 1m
port::inco in .America, or even ln Euglnn1l, 
•seem 1n reac!Jlug their columns to ba.vc 
aulI<'r<..>tl "u. se.i change into someothlng 
SUl'llll nud strange." 

· ·~.:1uu uc·aus. · · rC',SOil'UI u1u1:111>roune1:1 oi:: 

ho1,cver deli<.'1to a nat·ure, und h'owe,el' 
,11roud and sem,il'lvo their subjects, •must! 
<:on11u-encr, tltch· mol:111cboly •vubl1c ~>lll":LdCY 
Wiltl n g'l':lU.l flourlsll 01' !31pograp!Jlcll.l 
tnuupcts. I ·well rc:ncrnbcr how h:u-sb: 
nnd h~rd -were some or the notices of 
tb·o su{]d('ln unlooked-for fa1l 11re, the r~ 
su:t or llln•es!l '!lnd sorrow, or ·)Imc. G-er-
11ter dun!ng hCT ln.s;; ong,:igC'fOent ln NeW! 
i<l'l'I,, a fulJ.uro whlich pro,c,u 11. lnstln.; 
c:il,imtty ·to n.n n·<1':ulrablc m'tlllt imd -110 
a<lm1i'J.'hle woml/ln. Those eutt:ln~ ,J)!U\'l· 

gro,phs Rtruck throug-h ht>r 1ror1\ul eyes 
to hc,.r lica:rt, nncl -site s:ilrl: "I think 
urn'II I 111m qulto my olll scl.t the ptlb!J!o 
should bo Indulgent. A1'l.1stcs a ·ttcr a.It 
ru·o women, o.nd pc.ns can be very, ve~ 

(!1"11~ 1. ti 

11 
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.As t.lrny b:1ve tl!clr scale or public Inter
est, they havo nl.;o tl.J.clr sculo of u•.or
nllty, ot de~ncy-:wd it ls a very u•J
j11t1t:1l!lo one. 'l'l!c 1culllcton, or serial 
story, whlch o::ich P3.ri8!.ln jour1lll1 gives, 
Is tho key to Its 1110ml p0151tlon. Some or 
tbe.sc st01·les urn or <high llternry cun1\'lc
tcr, but moi;t or them ru·c sh'II.JllCk.isly 
lmmor,\l, o,utl ~Lil go Into maicy l•'rench 
homeB, Ono or t4e brightest and best, 
that Li <:lcvcre-,t ot Its klull, Is Le J?l;:;a1·0 
-but that ls 111! wicked us it le -.vltty, nnll 
quite cou.sci'Ull~l~ genuLoe Boulc
,nrdler. 

Conipnred with t'he Fccnch, on tho 
grounds or mor:illty, ,taste nod refinement, 
Engllsll \l:1.Uy joul'!~al:1 st-and out nobly. 
'l'hc l)l'OYCl"blal "yo1mg- person" can read 
them without u lJlush, 1r not without u 
yawu. 'l'hey ruay bc uull, but they IU'e 
decout. <.:oustra.lnro · by il':iul.ur, nl)t w 
6UY lnti-Olent, p1·ejudlces nud pre~ump
Uons, pol~tlcn.l, mor.11,· 111nd 60clnl, they 
nre leS<:1 l>ro:id. ln their scope, less nl~rt, 
Jess s.rmpu.Uictio to •·tho gen<'ra.1" thm1 
our,'!. .M0<>tly they u.re "coutout to dwell 
ln d'OCencies forever," -a \"old~ng all offen
sive nntl unclctLU topics, 11.ll lrnmoro.lltlo-s 
aud hoi1n>prltlties, e::r.cept when 'll .lllgil 
life Bcaim.fal must bo reported as a. le.;11,l 
proceeding. Then th-e dlt<llb'TC<.a.blc task 
Id gono tllrougll with fulth!ull.y, but vei·y 
serlously-.as u lluty, not ws a tlelcct,atlou. 

A C<'rtuln h'.>astflti Ya·nkco on being rc
mludell by 1L llst<'nltg Britisher of 'II. cer
tain ln1ttio lost by us du1·l11g tho revolu
tli>U'aTy l't~.ir, 1·opllcd "\V:i;al, wo don't 
Ill1tko no ·nccouot or the1n b:tttles." Eng
lish jom·uallsm doesn't scC'm, even since 
,.rho Cbleni;o !'air, to mnko much 6ccout t 
or England's lost colonies, overgrown 
luto forty-tour 11t,,tcs, unll i;prnwllng out 
oTcr a continent. nnd beyond. '!'hey, 
those proud nnd potderoull London jour
nals, i;uy lltt;e o11bo11t us uml our i;lguntlc 
cutcrprlses uud •mighty ·manifest destlny
w-Lrlch Is trying, ,as we are too modest to 
glo1'lfy ourselves, und U . llttlo grtlCIOUd 

1·e,~gnltlou would encourage us; but oto 
C'an rc-.illy believe nlUl'h tltnt they prlnt 
ubvut thoruselves (llld their Imperial 
allulr~. -and somehow they glvo you tho 
impression. th<1t the entire cdll!orlal stnll', 
even dol\'ll to the lltcrn1·y, dramutlc and 
·musical critics, -a·1·0 !ull grown_ mcc, 
11ctuully well ncqualntc<l wi:t:l.1 tho 1;ub
jccts they trout und tho lunguai:e tihey 
tl'C:lt them In. 

1 
.I 

l•'cwcr women .arc employed on English 
Jcu.ultti; jourm1IH than on ours, -aud they 
who nsplro to good journalistic positions 
111n.c::t. hi' fl<l n,{\( ; t,c"ft1ru l ..... h ... ··- --d--~· -

Could 'flOOr Gerster iluve known thnt! 
somo <it the severest or her crltlcs wero 
c::illow youms; with the merest smatter4 

Ing or musical culture, would she have 
round comtort or nggrn,atlon In tho 
knowledge? · · 

I l1old thnt t1te chlet dnn;ere to popular. 
American journalism are :first, n. growln;; 
desire to be startling null t1en~tlonnl,. 
lending to g,os11 cxaggerntton, nt tlme·s to 
eometh\ng more reprehcnslbl~ven to the 
sin or Ananias-without ·us ·'Penalty, .uo
bnp,plly; next, n fierce determination ta 
be the first to bring out the lntest goeslp, 
or scandal, this lendlni: to erblbltfons ot 
bad taste nnd o!ten to cruelty; and Inst., 
and worts of nil, cstbetlcnlly, It not ethic• 
ally, a fb:cd · and solemn resolve to ba 
runny, nt nny cost, on any topic, under 
any <:lrcumstanecll. It ls this pandcrloi:: 
to the trl.o1ity ot the 11vorngc · AmerlC!lln 
pnbllc, and that publlc'e satiable demand! 
tor tun, farce, enrlcature and 'horse-play, 
that nrc dolug immense, lt not lrrepnrablo 
Injury to t:hc drama, to Hternture and 
true art. I sometlmca think thnt we must 
hnv6 some grent natlon:il, universal · ca
lamity or scourge to sober us, put nn end 
to tho eternal roollog, fiat or coarse, of 
tho unmltli;atcd "lunny mun" ot tblll 
stage nnd press, nu·d to the giggling nnd 
gu!Iawlng or their udmlrers, and rouse ue 
all up to nt least o. pnrUnl sense of the 
pathos n.nd tragedy o! tllls mysterious. 
a~tul humnn lifll ot ours-underlying all 
its gay_ety, grlghtness and beuuty. Pagnn 
Rome recklessly giYcn up to games~ 
show\! nud uus,peakablo luxury-Athens, 
in her pa.sslouatc demand 'for "somethlnc 
new-," were nc1·cr mnl.'11 moro !rh·olous 
aud reckless titan ls ~ew York nnd Chi
cago on t4e '\"crgc or the two-thousandth 
ycnr or our blessed, crucified Lord. 

Tho tlmo must cowo, tllough I cannot 
hope to llve •IX> sec it, ti.lo .Am<rlCJldl pul>
llo bclug w joined to Its g,rotcsqtlo lWd 
grl,n1y Idols, •when i;uch gDl.'.l.Stly :fun oa 
now shocks or slcl.:ern,, in mn.n.r u. journal 
not uYowc<lly comic, will 1be chc-ckcd in 
Its reckless, \lemorallzlng course, wh<.'n .,,- .... ,, ., --,.. -· ·\..- ·-- ·· -- -
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who asplro to gootl journallstlc 1>oslllo11s 
must IJc ns wcli tl'alucll, u11 respC'l'bble 
null rellu.ble .as uro tho men, illllni; llko 
good pooltloni,, though ot rourso_wlt:b. a 
dltrcrcnce In Che •mo.ttcr of salary. :No 
,;oclcty bc:i.uty, or gossl1>, no ''illli;hfiyer 
ut !1111htov," no SC'a11d11l-ruonger nud cs
surcclly no ''slou-ch," need uppl~· . .A~ 
slgnllt"Urcs arc not :appended to crcn tllo 
clC\•crest nrtlc;cs tho unwholesome tcmp
tutlou of notc,rlcty ls quite lacldng .There 
nro ·wvmeu oc1 t'ho Londor. press fililng 
cm·iablo plt1ces, b.•11.vl·ng proveu themselves 
c:up·a!Jle of uut only writing lli:hr, gr.lee• 
!'ul pictorial .aketehe.'i ot Jmporrnnt scenes 
nn<i l'lw actors of them, but of buckling 
down to lla.rtl work, o.nd of grappling wlt'l.l 
scrlouri uod pro.l1ound quel'tlons, socit1·l, 
wo1·11.1 uud even political. 'l'!Jclr person
alltlL-s are !cw, o.nd usually dclicato and 
cllscrect. 

1 don't think I c\·er rn \'' In London nny 
lir:;L clai,~ political new1<pn11l'r illustrated 
C\'l'll sparsely with wood cuts or other 
pl<'l ures. Bngllsh people prunouncctl this 

·Amet·kun ~ashion •·bad furm," nud I 
n;;rccu with tlwm nnd ngreo with them 
iillll. '!'his turning out great dlllllcs lnto 
lwunlltigs for putcut medicine nd\'er
tlscmcuts, · thcatrknl show bllls, · nud 
n111wxes . ot rogues' gallery, seem!! to me 
a u,mless vulbarlzntlon ot literature nnd 
l.mowledgc as well Ill! or nrt. 

For a long time I reposed ln comfort 
uud contlllenco on the dignity .n~d nent• 
ncss, the dear ol<l-fashloned wholesome 
ai;pcct of )111:c Anclcut, a certnin fa· 
1Uous New York dnlly-un honest news
paper founded long ngo bv an honest ohl· 
fa:1hlo11cd journalist, but one or the 
greatest that ever was, or e\·er will be ; 
and sluco I llavc beheld that !air sheet 
nlso lJrcaklni; out wlth an eruption or 
"ugly wlni;s,'' I have fallen Into low 
f..plrlts. Yet I know that If ln · business 
one will not wng on n'S "the world wni;~·· 
he wlll have to w:ii; nil alone by him· 
self, In n slow null prolltless 'l\'ay. 

IC Engll~h journalists could l>o laO{'n
lalcd with :i. little Anterknn dash, vh·ac
lty ~llld hu1uot'-"Unll American journnlls rn 
wllh somethl ui; or Eugll.sh coolness, re~ 
ser,o ,'Ind respect fo r authority, polltlc:11 
and ,rcllgiou.;-tbC'rc would ensue. I thl-.1k, 
a gain on both tildes. As tt Is, the Englii:;h 
j ournalc1 of lllgh 60clal stan,!lng nnd poli
tical lmp,)rtancc arc not sensational a,or 
funny, not ronsdousl.r and PllrJJCll;C'ly 
funny-that Is, ,:u lc::ist they nc,er "mal,e 
!un" or · sotTows, d!,;grace5 or caln.ml:les. 

Tho "lcail<'rs" of lenulug London jour-

lbs reckless, tlcworulizlng course, wh<'n 
the chu.rg-c of the i;ravo chief to tbo local 
editor, or · to the new reporter, will no 
longer be "~I:iko !uu, humanly llll!d de
cently lt you O.'ln, but mako tunl" or !'lie 
eens:utlonal, honestly if you wlll, but bo 
scIDUtl.on:il !'' 

I a.m wost grieved when. I nm .to.!d bJ' 
wy young sl.stc1"d or tho prci;s of sucb 
cllnrgcs L>clni; glnn to them by tbelr 
~lllcfs or carc!ully prepared, ,truthtul . 
t;kctcllcs, paragraphs and it.ems · thrown 
bu.ck on thC'lr hands lli ·~too literary,'" 
or "not SJlicY enough," or 11.6 havlng • 
word or t wv 1Jcr, o:::- under . meci.sure. 
Such expcrlcnco;i a1·0 dlscournglng :and 
to a d(!grcc <lemora.llzlng. Left to l/h<.'1u
sclvc-3, women journalists oro less in
oanctl to .Jeni In Idle gossip, not to sar 
scandal, than their brothers or tho press. 
'l'hey aro ambitious o:t ~xeellcnco, and 
thP.lr morn::s nntl · methods are usually 
pure and legl'tiru-3.te. Willi a tow unhnp• 
11Y exceptions, they shrink from details 
or ·crlllle, dlsai:;tcr nntl dishonor - :!rom 
studies ot ,lco .nod shmno - choosing 
wholesome nntl cleanly topics when they · 
nro frco to do so. nut IIJow t ew work
lni:;-wom(!D. aro free :n.nywbere'/ :and ~dly 
few· aro tho women ot •the press who · 
can have a. choice in tho matter or the 
manner o:t •their work. 

"\\';Jtcn I find a reporter seeming- to c.ct,. 
ua!ly revel ln and exult orcr .t'lto stocy 
ot nn appalllng etime, in. sh::unc!u1 f~l ol' · 
a crnel fnt:ility, as a "jolly good ECOOP," 
I do n·ot Jook upon 'him as wicked c,r 
h..1rll~ncd. but ns youui;, !eatiler-brafncd 
.:i.nd ignor:int. W1hen, 116 1s • too often ·the 
ca<ie, ho trent.9 tho Conqueror of us· all 
jo~iiely and C3,a.llelf.y, as 'lthc grim old 
fellow," I um reminded ot Wordsworth's 
Uaes: 

"A slmr,1" ch11d, dear brother J'Im., 
Tb1t··lli;htly tlrow~ He t,r<'nUl, 

An,! feels Its l lfo In <>n~rs limb, 
""hnt can it kno1,· ot d(-ath 7" 

Nvw th:>.t awakcnln;;s, religious and 
polltic'11, arc in or<ler, may wo not bope 
th:i::: American journnllsm m::iy yet rouS() 
to 11. full rca;ll7~'1tlon or iL'> respont-lb~lty 
:is n i;re,1t factor In ChrlsUan d,lllzatlOlll 
--~to Its <luty n:n<l ruL'-"Skm to re,i,c some 
ot: tho oltl, -slruple, h,me.,,t, <l1l'\.-ct mc::hode 
for reai'.'hln;; the n11tlon.il 'heart and e<>n· 
sclencc---to Ja.!l'Or !or t11c re1lnlng of pub. 
to tnsto nn<l the elemUon in morals nnd 
Jn:L:iner:i ol' tlla.t strnnge, conglomer:i:te 
es:n.to we ca;'.! ":society"? 

GR.a.CE GREE.~WOOD. 

nnls haYc rathC'r a heavy anll portcnhrns The Two Little Girls in Dine 
look, . but after mnslcrin!r 6umc or the nre hnppy now. They arc i.;porUng pretty 
mraterlcs of English polltlM, I enjoye<l white ~Ilk kerchiefs glY<'n them b:, the 
them for their accuracy o! sta·t<'me nt and "Two Lit tle Roy,i In Red," who ha,e 
temperance of style, :tor th C' lr g('t1<'rnl t,c-cn ,;;rwlni: the hands from the "Irby's 
,1:00<1 t<'mocr nnd ,babltnal gooll En"llsh. 1 Bouquet" oml "Cotton h'xcban,e't clgnra. 

. ··:i · . 
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